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From the Administration 
Dear San Andreas and Tamiscal  
Families,  
 

Happy December! As we move away 

from the Thanksgiving holiday and 

begin to plan our December holiday 

festivities, I want to take this opportuni-

ty to wish everyone in the San Andreas 

and Tamiscal communities a happy and 

restful holiday season.  
 

Since the holiday season is upon us, I 

thought I would take a moment to pro-

vide some updates unique to the season. 

On November 24th at San Andreas, we 

had our annual Thanksgiving Feast with 

students and staff followed by a raucous 

game of Bingo put on by the Leadership 

class.  See later in this issue for some 

pictures from the event.  
 

On November 24th and 25th, Tamiscal 

held its third ‘Mini-Enrichment’ week 

where students and staff had two days 

to build school community and provide 

additional time for group instructional 

activities and individual interventions 

with teachers.  
 

Also, at both San Andreas and Tamis-

cal, the annual Holiday Food Drive has 

begun. We have partnered with the 

Marin Food Bank to help get the word 

out that there are families in our com-

munity who are hungry and who we 

want to help ensure have an enjoyable 

holiday meal. Please take a look 

through your pantry for non-perishables 

or grab an extra can or two at the gro-

cery store to drop off in the Main Office  
at either school if you are willing and  
interested.   

 

Looking ahead to the remainder of  

December and the New Year, Tamiscal 

Finals Week is during the week of   

December 7th through 11th. Tamiscal 

has our finals a week earlier than the 

comprehensive schools so that there are 

no scheduling conflicts.   San Andreas 

will have an alternative bell schedule 

for the week of December 14th, which is 

enclosed later in this newsletter.   
 

After the New Year, San Andreas    

classes begin on Wednesday, January 

6th.  Tamiscal will be having another All

-Campus Assembly on Friday, January 

8th.  This year, we will start on campus 

to welcome new students to Tamiscal 

and everyone else back to campus with 

some brief group activities.  This will 

be followed by lunch and then a private 

viewing and discussion with a guest 

speaker at the Lark Theatre of a new 

documentary about the Civil Rights 

Movement in the 1960’s in Oakland 

focused on the Black Panthers. https://

vimeo.com/117315935) (movie trailer) 

Lunch and the theater rental are provid-

ed, courtesy of the Tamiscal Fund.   

More details to come later in December 

via email. This is one of the few      

opportunities during the school year for 

the entire student body and staff to 

spend some time together as a         

community.  Thank you to all of the 

parents for your support for these 

events! 
 

 
Continued on page 2 

https://vimeo.com/117315935
https://vimeo.com/117315935
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Finally, as many already know, beloved Tamiscal SIS 

Tutor Raymond Howard has announced that he will be 

retiring and leaving Tamiscal at the end of December. 

Raymond‘s legacy of compassion and support for 

students has left an imprint on our school‘s culture 

that will live on for many years.  Personally, I have 

not met an educator who has made it so safe for a  

student to say ‘I don’t get this; can you help me?” 

Thank you for your dedicated service to our students 

and for leaving Tamiscal a better place than when you 

found it, Raymond!  
 

The process for identifying Raymond’s replacement 

has begun and will be communicated when complete. 

This process can take some time, especially given the 

holidays.  Please rest assured we will find a suitable 

replacement and have an interim replacement prepared to serve in this role in January should the process take longer 

than expected to find the permanent SIS Tutor to ensure that students have all the usual supports in place in our library.    
 

On behalf of the San Andreas and Tamiscal staff, I hope you and your family have a restful and joyous holiday season! 
 

Sincerely,  
Corbett Elsen 
Principal – TUHSD Alternative Schools 
Tamiscal HS, San Andreas HS, and Tam Adult School 

From the Administration-continued 

 

School To Career 

Pathways students Danielle Stone, Nadav Raman, and 

Martine Xenja attended the 2015 Fall      Microsoft Job 

Shadow Day. Students were able to take in the culture 

of one of the biggest corporations in the world at their 

retail site in Corte Madera. They were exposed to the 

history and culture of Microsoft, able to see their prod-

uct line in action, and hear about career opportunities 

including marketing, advertising, and merchandising- 
not just engineering! All three agreed, “It was a cool 

day”.  (above photo) 

Pathways students Skye Lee, Shoshana Knepler, and Tom 

Shearer had a full day at the bi-annual Kaiser Permanente 

Youth Health Forum. Eight different doctors, nurses, and    

administrators discussed what it’s like to have a career in 

Health Care, along with their personal story of how they got 

there, including their academic steps.  (below photo) 

Raymond Howard Lends a Helping Hand 
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             Tamiscal Highlights  

Twenty Tamiscal students watched a special screening of the film, He Named Me 

Malala, at The Rafael Theater in San Rafael. The film is about Pakistani teenager 

Malala Yousafzai, who emerges as a leading advocate for children's rights and the 

youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, after the Taliban tries to kill her for speak-

ing out on behalf of girls’ education. The event was sold out, with hundreds of        

students from all over the Bay Area participating. Director Davis Guggenheim (An 

Inconvenient Truth and Waiting for Superman) answered the students' questions after 

the film.  

On the evening of Friday, September 25th, Tamiscal's AP 

Composition class traveled to San Francisco's Nourse 

Theater to see Supreme Court Justice and SF native     

Stephen Breyer. The seniors will perform their annual 

mock Supreme Court in June (two students will play the 

role of Breyer).  

Educational Field Trips Enhance Learning for Students 
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             Tamiscal Highlights-continued 

Tamiscal students and staff had quite a feast for Halloween.  There were plenty of costumes and lots of 

games, including a piñata! A great time was had by all. 

 

Halloween Fun and Feasting 
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San Andreas Highlights 

Students are working hard on Biology, Ecology 

and Astronomy concepts that include: 
 

 Introduction to Biomes 
 The San Francisco Bay ecosystem 
 Photosynthesis  
 Microscopes, magnification, and resolution 
 World Populations and Climate Change 
 

We are also placing a renewed and greater em-

phasis on Science vocabulary retention skills and 

will be creating a “Word Wall” in the classroom. 

We are excited to begin several new projects and 

are moving towards our goal to create more hands

-on learning opportunities.  Our lab supplies are 

ordered and our brand new lab stations are      

installed and ready for action!  We are also     

continuing our “Garden Days” activities as we 

move into our unit on photosynthesis! At right, 

students are at work on the Earthworm Bio 
Mechanisms Lab.  

 

Science Highlights 

Over the course of the semester, the Leadership students at 

San Andreas have planned and implemented a variety of 

events, all with the goal of building community. In October, 

students ran a series of activities and rocked amazing      

costumes for Halloween. For our annual Thanksgiving    

celebration, the 

Leadership   

students helped 

to prepare food 

(peeled carrots 

and over 40 

pounds of     

potatoes!), as 

well as planned 

an afternoon full 

of bingo and 

prizes.  
So far, the students have been successful at taking on a leadership 

role at San Andreas and bringing all students together for some fun 

and good food!  
 

In addition, the students are running a Food Drive for the Marin 

County Food Bank. They are hoping to reach their goal of over 1,000 

pounds of food! We have one week left, so if you would like to    

participate, please stop by, or send your student with some food to 

help fill our five bins!!  

Leadership Highlights 
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San Andreas Highlights continued 
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Team Program Highlights  

Will Gallagher: 
When people first hear about TEAM, there is always something to latch onto in our massive portfolio of 

activities and events. For some, they grab onto the idea of the internship and community service. Others 

love the ropes course work we do. When I first heard about TEAM, I instantly had the romantic image 

of me standing on top of a mountain, my nature grown beard flowing in the wind. In other words, I 

dreamt of our backpacking trips. And looking back on our Sierra trip, I can honestly say it was better 

than I could have ever imagined.  

Team Students Challenge Themselves on Sierra Backpacking Trip 
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Team Program Highlights continued  

Reflection by Christina Klyce 
 

Weeks before the trip I was petrified. I still had a month of preparation, learning and packing 

for this trip, and already it took over my thoughts. All the “what ifs” went through my mind starting 

from more reasonable things like “what if all our food gets eaten by a bear?” or  “what if I get eaten by 

a bear?” to less common things like “what if a boulder from miles away starts rolling and moves so 

quickly that it rolls down the trail and squashes me?” In retrospect I may have been paranoid, maybe 

even a little crazy. But at the time every single one of these seemed like a reasonable concern. 
 I was worried and freaked out about the trip, but mostly I was incredibly excited. Everything 

we were learning made me more enthusiastic. We got our gear, then we got our groups, and finally we 

were making meal plans for everything that we would be eating for that week and a half. Then the day 

came. We were putting the packs into the vans, saying goodbye to our comfortable couches and all the 

other luxuries we were leaving behind in civilization. 
The moment we started our trip ninety percent of those “what ifs” left me. I still had the occa-

sional, “What if there was a bear on the other side of that tree?” But at least the crazy ideas were gone. I 

realized that the wilderness wasn’t what I had expected. It wasn’t this dark place where everything that 

could go wrong actually did; it wasn’t like in the movies where someone said, “Well, it can't get worse 

than this” and then was punished by getting struck by lightning. In reality, the backcountry was a majes-

tic new world where everything was in order and everything was peaceful. My only worries in the day 

were “I hope I have M&M’s for snack today.” or “I wonder if Holly is going to make me eat so much 

that I puke out dinner tonight.” I ended up looking for something to happen. For bears . . . a lightning 

storm . . . or some sort of evacuation, just because I had pictured so many different scenarios in my 

mind. 
Everything around me was silent, except for the occasional bird or jet soaring above. I had nev-

er been in such a calm environment, and my head was clearer than ever before. That’s what I miss most. 

The peace. Although, I would be lying if I said I don't also miss the spectacular views, almost every 

night we got to watch the lakes reflecting the bright pink sky and the huge mountains. I have never seen 

anything so beautiful. 
No matter how fascinating and serene the backcountry was, I still had moments of the day 

where I really missed the front country . . . mostly at meal times. Cooking out there, with just a high-
flamed stove made me really appreciate kitchens. Out there we had to time everything right, otherwise 

we would end up having to re-light our stove; which, when it’s dark can be really frustrating for the  

entire group. Or we would have to eat burned noodles. Plus, we had to eat whatever we made, because 

we couldn’t just call up the nearest pizza place and have them deliver. Those were the times when the 

group got tense, and everyone yelled at each other. I mean full-on screaming at the top of their lungs.  
Continued on page 9 

Team's wilderness trips are the central experience of the program and are where the students come        

together as a group. Even though we spend only about 40 of the 183 days in the school calendar out on the 

trail, our wilderness trips are the heart and soul of Team and the defining aspect of our program. Here is 

one student’s reflections on our fall Sierra trip. 
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Counselor’s Corner  

Tamiscal 
By Wendy Wishart 
Seniors are in the final stages of their college application process and many have already heard from various CSU 

campuses to which they have been accepted.  The deadlines for some of the private schools are not until February, 

but many are due in early January.  I am still writing recommendation letters and will not finish until after the win-

ter break.  Please be sure that you read Julie’s upcoming financial aid e-mail carefully as it will soon be time to fill 

out the FAFSA forms, beginning in early January. 
  

Junior conferences are our next order of business.  Once the grades have been entered on the transcripts, and the 

senior mid-year reports are sent to the colleges, we will invite juniors and their parents to sign up for junior confer-

ences.  Watch for our e-mail inviting you to sign up; we will send this out at the end of January. We will be doing 

small group conferences with TEAM students followed by individual follow ups for those who want them.  At 

junior conferences we do an assessment of the student’s transcript to date and make suggestions for courses that 

still need to be taken in order to best qualify for the type of post-high-school program that the student is interested 

in.  For students who really don’t know what they want to do next, we can help with finding a direction.  Juniors 

who want 4 year colleges will need to sign up for SAT/ACT tests this spring. If your student qualifies for addition-

al accommodations to either the SAT/ACT please note that the application takes at least 7 weeks to process and 

that having a 504 or IEP does not automatically grant you accommodations to these tests. Each family that attends 

a junior conference will receive a copy of the district’s comprehensive College Application Guide. 
  

If you are planning any family trips over the   winter or spring breaks, you may want to include visiting some   

college campuses and taking tours while you are in the area.  Most colleges have tour sign ups on their web-

sites.  Even if the campus is closed for classes, you can get a feel for the place just by walking around. 
  

Meanwhile, have a comfortable, safe, and mellow holiday with your families. 
  

If you have questions, contact Wendy Wishart wwishart@tamdistrict.org  (Mon., Wed. or Thurs.) or Julie Gannon 

(Monday-Thurs) jgannon@tamdistrict.org. 

Reflection by Christina Klyce (continued from page 8) 
 

Some people even started throwing a punch or kick here and there. Those were the most dysfunctional 

parts of our day. 
In my opinion, the greatest part of the trip was the Matterhorn peak climb. We all worked     

together to get everyone to the top. It wasn’t like hiking where you just did your own thing, thought 

about whatever you wanted and just calmly walked along. Going up Matterhorn we had to be focused 

and ready to catch the person in front of us from a potentially fatal fall. As a group, we pushed each  

other to our limits and successfully got everyone to the top. 
Throughout the trip we were all tested in ways most of us hadn’t expected. On top of the     

physical test of climbing 2,000 ft. in one day or having to hike eleven miles, we all experienced mental 

challenges that are even harder to overcome. Just being away from home for such a long time was really 

difficult for some people. During our trip everyone worked together, consistently checking in with    

people who might be struggling and supporting them in any way they could. Whether it be taking some 

weight from their pack, or sitting and talking to someone who was having a hard time, everyone, 

throughout the whole trip, helped in their own way. It was thanks to everyone that we all had an amaz-

ing time and made it back together. 

Team Program Highlights continued  

mailto:wwishart@tamdistrict.org
mailto:jgannon@tamdistrict.org
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Pathways Program Highlights 

Pathways students have had a busy couple of months. In October, we took a trip to ABC Studios in San 

Francisco. We had the opportunity to sit in on a live news broadcast and we also got a tour of the  
facility. We learned a lot about what it takes to put on a half hour news program. Pathways students got 

into the spirit of Halloween by dressing up and participating 

in the school activities at San Andreas. In November, we 

saw My Manana Comes at the Marin Theatre Company. 

Students have just completed their finals and are finishing 

up in their internships. Students are already excited about 

the classes they have signed up for in the spring. 

Students & Staff with Cheryl Jennings on the Set 

Pathways Students in Front of the Studio All Dressed Up for Halloween 

Alti Practices Giving the Weather Report 

Grayson at Work in the COM Auto Shop 
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College and Career Center 
By Julie Gannon 
 
As the students start to settle in to their school routine, the fall has been busy with college visits and    

applications for many of them. Students were invited to attend any college presentation at Redwood and 

many of them took advantage of this opportunity. Students from both San Andreas and Tamiscal have 

been busy applying to college and have worked hard to meet the November 30th deadline for the CA State 

University and University of CA system. With the addition of Spanish and Physiology at San Andreas, it 

is now possible for San Andreas students to meet the   entrance requirements for California public       

universities. Students will continue to apply to other schools through December. Some students who   

applied early have heard back from colleges but most of the notifications will not be available until after 

January 1st. 
 

For students planning on attending community college, the work will soon be starting. Community col-

lege is an excellent option for many students.  Some fun facts about community college in California  

include: 
 

 -12 colleges enrolling more than 2.9 million students 
 -To enroll as a college student, must be EITHER 18 years old or be a high school graduate 
 -Community college does not require ACT/SAT 
 -Applications and registration are done in the spring.  Tuition is currently $46 per unit plus fees 
 -Requires Math and English placement tests to enroll in these classes 
 

 A College of Marin rep will visit the San Andreas campus on December 8th for an information session 

 and to help students who are graduating in December and want to attend COM in January.  The rep will 

 be back in early spring to help students who are graduating in June and want to enroll in the fall.  To 

 summarize, here are the steps a student needs to take to attend community college: 
 

 -Attend information session 
 -Apply online (Semester before) 
 -Complete Orientation (usually online) 
 -Take Placement Tests (at campus) 
 -Make sure you are clear for enrollment 
 -Register on first available date 
 

 I am available at both schools to answer any questions students have about college and career choices or 

to help complete any applications. 

 

With the holidays approaching, there has been an increase in student hiring and it is a great time for   

students to look for employment.  To start a job search, all students should: 
 

-Obtain a Social Security card  
-Create a resume-there are several programs in the computer lab, on Naviance or Julie or Lynn can help 

you. An easy fill in the blanks type resume can be found at https://www.careerkids.com/resumeSSL.php   
-Talk with other students and adults in the community to learn about potential job openings  
-Check the job postings in case outside the College/Career Center 
-Obtain a work permit from the College/Career Center (if under age18) 
 

If students enroll in the San Andreas WEEP program, they may earn one elective credit for each eighteen 

hours worked.  Please see Julie Gannon or Cory Demars for details on the WEEP program.   
 

The best results for a part time job in Marin can be found on CraigsList (www.craigslist.org).   Students 

should sort by North Bay then part time.  Julie reviews available jobs and posts many of them on the job 

board outside the College and Career Center. 
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For the latest news and information about the Tam District,  

go to our website: http://www.tamdistrict.org/Page/1  and be sure to check out  
Superintendent David Yoshihara’s twitter feed—the link is at the bottom of the main page 

Student Trustees Represent Tamiscal and San Andreas at Board Meetings 

Josh Lovejoy 
 

At the end of last year Corbett asked me to be Tamiscal's student 

board trustee. I honestly had no idea what the position was, or meant, 

but I am glad that I said yes. As a student trustee I am able to voice the 

student perspective; since Tamiscal is an independent study program 

that is of utmost importance. Tamiscal can sometimes be overlooked, 

and it is my goal that our school is seen and voiced through a medium 

for our success.  
 

Over the last few months I have learned a lot about our district and 

how our schools function. I look forward to the rest of the year    

knowing that I will not only learn more about my school district, but 

hopefully leave a positive impression of what Tamiscal and its        

students and faculty have to offer.  

 

San Andreas                  
February 3rd    8:30 am 

March 2nd       6:00 pm 

May 18th    2:30 pm 

 

PARENT     

MEETINGS 
PLEASE JOIN US  

AT OUR UPCOMING 

PARENT ADVISORY 

MEETINGS 

 

Tamiscal 
January 25th   12:00 pm 

February 25th  12:00 pm 

March 25th    12:00 pm       

Jacklyn O’Connor 
At the beginning of the school year I was selected to be the student 

trustee. My duties as the liaison between the board and the students 

include reporting out the current events happening at my school,     

representing the students and myself by speaking out and sharing our 

opinions, ideas, and comments, and taking note of what is going on in 

the district, along with discussing the education system we have, and 

issues/concerns brought up from our community. Typically our meet-

ings tend to be between an hour or two and topics discussed are mainly 

about the way public schools operate, funding, procedures we take, 

curriculum taught, budgeting, etc. In these past few months, I’ve 

learned more about the way schools work than I have in my past 12 

years sitting in a classroom.  Overall, the experience has been great 

and I love that I have the opportunity to be so involved in not only my 

school, but Tamalpais, Drake, Redwood, and Tamiscal as well.  

http://www.tamdistrict.org/Page/1
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San Andreas and Tamiscal Calendar 

San Andreas Schedule, Week of December 15th-19th 
 
Monday – 12/14 – Regular Monday Schedule – Dismissal @ 12:45 pm.   
 
 

Tuesday – 12/15 – Regular Schedule (periods 1-3)  w/ ACE Period. Pathways: regular schedule.  
 
 

Wednesday –  12/16 - Special Events Schedule (periods 4-6) with 12:15pm Lunch/Dismissal. There will be an Ace period be-

ginning after 12:15pm for students to complete work before the grading period ends. Some students will be directed to attend by 

their teachers. Those who aren’t directed to attend may be dismissed or may attend voluntarily. 
 
 

Thursday – 12/17- Special Events Schedule (periods 1-3) with 12:15pm Lunch/Dismissal. There will be an Ace period begin-

ning after 12:15pm for students to complete work before the grading period ends. Some students will be directed to attend by 

their teachers. Those who aren’t directed to attend may be dismissed or may attend voluntarily. Pathways: special schedule-see 

Candace for details. 
 
 

Friday – 12/18 - Special Events Schedule (periods 4-6) with 12:15pm Lunch/Dismissal. There will be an Ace  period 

beginning after 12:15pm for students to complete work before the grading period ends. Some       students will be 

directed to attend by their teachers. Those who aren’t directed to attend may be dismissed or may attend voluntari-

ly. Pathways: out at 12:15 unless directed by Candace to stay. Because of missing work. 

December 

 
January 

 
February 
 

 

14 15 16 17 18    12/18 End of R-3 Grading Period and Semester 1 

             12/21-1/3  Winter Recess-no students 

  6 7 8   1/6 
1/6-1/8 
1/8 

SA– First day of R-4 Grading Period & Semester 2 
Tamiscal-New Student Intakes 
Tamiscal-All School Assembly—11 am 

11 12 13 14 15   1/14 Tamiscal Parent Meeting at 12:00 pm 

18 19 20 21 22   1/18 Martin Luther King Holiday 

25 26 27 28 29       

1 2 3* 4 5   2/3 
2/3 

San Andreas Parent Meeting at 8:30am 
*Minimum Day S.A.-12:45, Tamiscal-no students after 12:00 

8 9 10 11 12   2/12 End of R-4 grading period 

15 16 17 18 19   2/15-2/19 February Recess 

22 23 24 25 26   2/22 Begin R-5 grading period 


